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NATURAL DISASTER RESILIENCE PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.04 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
inform the house about the Natural Disaster Resilience program, which is a joint commonwealth–state initiative 
that helps local communities and agencies prepare and plan for natural disasters. We all know that natural disasters 
are a part of the Western Australian landscape, from bushfires and floods to other emergencies. We can never 
predict when a natural disaster will strike. It is integral that all levels of our community and government work 
together to improve our resilience in the event of a natural disaster. We know that preparedness is most effective 
when we work together. 
The Natural Disaster Resilience Program provides grants that focus on reducing communities’ vulnerability to natural 
hazards, consistent with the National Strategy for Disaster Resilience. In the last three years, more than $9 million 
has been awarded to WA by the commonwealth government, with more than $5 million distributed via a competitive 
grants program. This year, 25 grants were awarded to local disaster resilience projects to support councils and 
emergency groups to better prepare their communities in the event of a natural disaster. In the 2018–19 round, 
37 applications requesting $3.996 million were received. Along with the State Emergency Management 
Committee, I endorsed 25 projects totalling more than $2.8 million. Recipients included local governments, such 
as the Shire of York for its earthquake building mitigation project and the City of Greater Geraldton for its CBD 
flood and inundation study, and state government agencies, such as the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions for its Martu Indigenous bushfire protection and community capacity-building project, as well as 
not-for-profit and research agencies. 
I urge members in this house to encourage local groups to apply for funding in the future so that we can support 
projects that will make a real difference to people across Western Australia. 
 


	NATURAL DISASTER RESILIENCE PROGRAM
	Statement by Minister for Emergency Services


